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SUBJECT: POLISH CONTRIBUTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: WARSAW 5781 

1. POLISH AMBASSADOR TRAMPCZ YN SKI TALKED TO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY STOESSEL ON NOVEMBER 7 AT A SOVIET EMBASSY RECEP- 
TION ABOUT THE POLISH CONTINGENT TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST. TRAMPCZYNSKI SAID THE POLISH REGIME HAD BEEN 
MOST RELUCTANT TO UNDERTAKE THIS MISSION. ACCORDING TO 
THE INFORMATION HE HAD RECEIVED, THE POLES IN FACT HAD 
TURNED DOWN THE FIRST SUGGESTION FROM THE SOVIETS THAT THEY 
SHOULD CONTRIBUTE PERSONNEL TO THE MIDDLE EAST. IT WAS ONLY 
AFTER BREZHNEV MADE A PERSONAL TELEPHONE CALL TO GIEREK THAT 
THE DECISION WAS REVERSED AND THE POLES AGREED TO GO ALONG. 
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2. TRAMPCZYNSKI INDICATED THAT THE POLISH PARTICIPATION IN 
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THE MIDDLE EAST WAS NOT POPULAR IN POLAND AMONG THE PUBLIC; 
HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT POPULAR ATTITUDES SEEMED TO FAVOR THE 
ISRAELIS. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE POLISH PARTICIPATION IN 
ICCS IN VIET-NAM HAD BEEN DIFFICULT ENOUGH AND HAD CAUSED 
CONSIDERABLE ANGUISH ON THE PART OF THE POLISH REGIME BOTH 
FROM THE STANDPOINT OF EFFORT REQUIRED AND THE POLITICAL 
DIFFICULTIES WHICH HAD ENSUED FROM POLISH PARTICIPATION. 
TRAMPCZYNSKI SAID THAT ADDING THE MIDDLE EAST BURDEN ON 
POLAND WAS NOT PARTICULARLY WELCOME AND HE FEARED IT COULD 
CAUSE ADDITIONAL STRAINS FROM THE STANDPOINT OF PERSONNEL 
RESOURCES AS WELL AS IN THE POLITICAL FIELD. 



3. STOESSEL EMPHASIZED AGAIN TO TRAMPCZYNSKI THE 
IMPORTANCE WE CONTINUED TO ATTACH TO THE ICCS AND NOTED 
THAT WE FELT IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT THE POLISH CONTRIBUTION 
IN THE ICCS SHOULD NOT BE DIMINISHED IN ANY WAY BY POLISH 
PARTICIPATION IN THE MIDDLE EASTERN EFFORT. TRAMPCZYNSKI 
SAID HE UNDERSTOOD. BUT REPEATED THAT THE SITUATION WAS 
VERY DIFFICULT FOR POLAND. RUSH 
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